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—The MAILING DATE of this communfcathn appears on the cover sheet beneath the conespondehce adti>Bss— 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE ""^ ~" MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Bdensions of time may be available under the provisfons of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- if the period fpr rei:^ specified atxwe is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- f NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX ISflONfTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months afterthe mailing date of this communication, even if timeiyi may reduce any earned patent 
temri adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

O^sponsive to communication(s} filed on 
□kfhis action Is FINAL. 

□ Since this appiication is in condition for allowance except for fomial matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 

accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayte, 1935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

[3'<^aim(s) — 



Of the above claim(s).. 

□ CIalm(s) 

Q't5iaim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 

□ ClaimCs) .. 



Application Papers 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on . 

□ The drawing{s) filed on 



is/are pending in the application. 

- is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 

are subject to restriction or election 
requrrement 



is □ approved n disapproved. 



is/are objected to by the Examiner 



□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-{d) 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d). 
□ All □ Some* □ None of the: 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been recewed. 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received rn Application No 

□ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

in this national stage applicaUon from the intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(^) 
^Certified copies not received: ■. 



Attacliment(s) 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PT^1449, Paper No(s}. 

n Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 

□. Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 



n Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Infomftal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Other 
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1. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not 
included in this action can be found in a prior Office action. 

2. Claims 1/ 14 and 16-28 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. § 
103 (a) as being unpatentable over either Hendricks or Tamburro, 
substantially for the reasons set forth in paragraph No. 4 of 
Paper No. 5, together with the following additional observations 
The Examiner has little to add to his prior rejection except to 
note that applicants claim an adhesive tape which is coatef^ with 
a blend including a water based natural rubber latex which is 
dried, whereas the references each teach the presence of a 
solvent based natural rubber latex. However, particularly in 
these environmentally conscious times the utilization of water 
based natural rubber latexes are well known and additionally it 
is further noted that applicants claim a product-by-process whic 
has not been proven on the record to produce a patentably 
distinct article. Notice also that the resulting adhesive tape 
has been dried as the water based solvent evaporates. With 
respect to newly presented claim 2 8 the only apparent difference 
is that the butadiene content is at least about 60% which is 
believed both shown by the references and is also an obvious 
modification to one of ordinary skill, in the absence of 
unexpected results. 

3. Claims 1, 14 and 16-^8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
103(a) as being unpatentable over applicants' admissions in the 
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specif ication, particularly on pages 1 and 2 taken in view of 
Korpman, substantially for the reasons set forth in paragraph No. 
5 of Paper No. 5, together with the following additional 
observations. Applicants argue only (Response, page 6, 
paragraphs 3 and 4) that Korpman discloses the presence of a 
toluene solvent. However, the product -by-process argument set 
forth by the Examiner in the preceding paragraph is believed 
again equally applicable, in the absence of unexpected results 
which have not heretofore been set forth on the record. 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicants are reminded of 
the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.136(a). The practice of automatically extending the 
shortened statutory period an additional month upon the filing of 
a timely first response to a final rejection has been 
discontinued by the Office. See 1021 TMOG 35. 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE TO THIS FINAL 
ACTION IS SET TO EXPIRE THREE MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THIS 
ACTION, IN THE EVENT A FIRST RESPONSE IS FILED WITHIN TWO MONTHS 
OF THE MAILING DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION AND THE ADVISORY ACTION 
IS NOT MAILED UNTIL AFTER THE END OF THE THREE -MONTH SHORTENED 
STATUTORY PERIOD, THEN THE SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD WILL EXPIRE 
ON THE DATE THE ADVISORY ACTION IS MAILED, AND ANY EXTENSION FEE 
PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a) WILL BE CALCULATED FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THE ADVISORY ACTION. IN NO EVENT WILL THE 
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STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE EXPIRE LATER THAN SIX MONTHS FROM 
THE DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Daniel 
Zirker whose telephone number is (703) 308-0031. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:30 A.M. to 6:00 
P.M. The examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 



unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Terrel Morris, can be 
reached on (703) 308-2414. The fax phone number for this Group 
is (703) 872-9306. 



status of this application or proceeding should be directed to 
the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the 



Dzirker : cdc 



O^m. ZIRKER 
GROUP wen- 
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